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did ye have?33 "A bottle of medicine," replied Carson
gloomily.
For, although his parents were displeased at his early
marriage, it was probably a most fortunate event in his life.
Soon afterwards,, he was stnu:k clown, after one of the long
journeys In the winter which his profession enjoined, with
an attack of typhoid, which all but proved fatal. His wife
nursed him devotedly through this illness, and in his opinion
saved his life. Indeed, through all those difficult years of
making Ms way, she wan a wonderful helpmate to him ;
and in later times, when Carson, rather to her bewilderment,
became a great man, and her own health failed badly, her
husband never forgot her devotion and service to him in the
early days, and she was repaid in the end by the wonderful
patience and consideration which he in turn showed her,
when continued Illness had made her unable* to give, him
the same assistance and comradeship which had helped
and encouraged him In Dublin long before.
A successful lawyer's rise to fame is, at some stage or
another, usually facilitated., after the early struggles, by a
cause cittbre. Lawyers themselves, as a rule*, look upon
litigation as the very last resort of a prudent man ; but*
fortunately for them, there arc people who arc mlntkcl
differently., and look upon litigation, not only as a means to
the defence of their rights and as a remedy for their wrongs,
but as a means of living, and as a joy in Itself, It Is fortunate
for the lawyers that there arc such people. It was thus that
Fortune presented herself to Carson, in the eccentric form
of Miss Anthony, the celebrated u lady litigant ** of the
Dublin Courts. Her Introduction to the joys of litigation
was literally " accidental/* She came from Waterford, and
was ejected by a railway porter from a train compartment
for travelling without a ticket. Fortunately for her, and for
Carson, who was subsequently briefed for her, she received
injuries in the course of ejection. However, so suspicious
was she of the law, that when the case was about to come
on at the Dungarvan Assizes, she had not yet briefed her
" counsellor.'* Carson was still lying in bed at his Inn, when
a wild-eyed and middle aged lady rushed into his bedroom